
Chevron Bag with Adjustable Strap 
Designed by Rosemary Archer 

 

Requirements:  Pack 8 fat 1/8 ths Oakshott Fabric plus1 
metre in coordinating colour for lining , handles and central 
stripe. 

Toning thread 

Pencil, ruler and a pair of compasses  

1 piece Jeffytex 24”x12 1/2” 

1 pair 1” flat rectangle rings 

1x 1” flat rectangle slider 

1 pair invisible sew-in magnetic snaps 

1 1/2 metres 3-fold waistband stiffening 

Pony beads 

Please read through instructions carefully before            
beginning. 

 

1.    Begin by cutting off triangles measuring 3 1/4” down the long side and 5 3/4” along the short 
side of the Jeffytex as shown in diagram 1.  Keep these cut off pieces to use as a pattern when 
cutting the lining. Then, with a ruler and pencil, begin marking up the lines as in diagram 1.  The 
first one A—B should be 5 1/4” in parallel to the long  edge on each side.  The first line C—D 
should be 1 1/4” from the shaped edge and thereafter lines are at 1” intervals.  Try to keep the 
lines as accurate and parallel as possible as this will make all the difference to the final appear-
ance of the bag. 

 

2.  Next cut 2 x 1 1/2” strips from the length of all the fat 1/8ths, then 
cut each of these into 3 approximately 7” pieces.  Keeping the colours 
in the same sequence on each side begin sewing on the strips using 
1/4” seams.  The first colour should be placed with its edge along the 
line C—D so that it covers well the whole of the first, widest stripe, 
(about 1/4” should overhang the shaped edge) and the second 
placed on top of it so that its corner just touches the line A—B.  Do 
not sew beyond the line A—B.  Open up the second colour so that it 
covers the next stripe and finger press the seam.  Then continue in 
this manner until all the stripes are covered.  You may find you need 
to cut another strip of one or two of the colours as you get towards 
the end.  

NB  I found it helpful to roll the Jeffytex and secure it with small bulldog clips to prevent it getting 
in the way and becoming creased as I worked, with the rolled end under the arm of the machine, 

Always place the next strip along 
the drawn line even if, as here, the 
previous one does not reach it. 



gradually releasing it as the stripes became completed. 

 

3.  Now is the time to sew in the magnetic snaps.  One goes on the wrong side in the centre 
about  1 1/2” from the pointed end and the other must be on the centre of the right side about 4 
1/2” from the straight edge. 

 

4.  For the central stripe cut a 2 1/2” wide strip across the width of the lining fabric, trim to 25” and 
press in 1/4” on each long side.  From remaining fabrics choose one that will contrast well and 
cut 4 x 1” strips. Join together in pairs along short ends and press seams open.  Take the striped 
piece of the bag and trim off all the triangular overhanging ends of the stripes along the line A—B 
with a small pair of scissors, so that the line is visible.  Sew a strip of the contrasting fabric along 
the line taking 1/4” seam.  Fold back and finger press as before.  Now  apply the central stripe 
between the contrasting lines keeping it perfectly central.  It is possible to pin through the Jeffytex 
if you insert just the tips of the pins at a very shallow angle, or you could use a small amount of 
fabric glue.  Sew down each side with a small zigzag or possibly an embroidery stitch if you    
prefer.  Trim excess fabric from round the edge of the Jeffytex to just over 1/4”. 

 

5.  Make the ties next.  Cut 2 x 1” strips across the whole width of the lining fabric.  Press in 1/4” 
on both sides and then fold in half along their lengths and topstitch close to the edge.  Cut into 7 
approximately 10” lengths and put aside until required.   

 

6.  The lining, side panels and pockets now need to be cut out.  For the lining cut a piece     
measuring 24 1/2” x 13” and use the triangular cut off pieces of Jeffytex as a pattern to shape the 
short ends.  Make a paper pattern for the side panels using diagram 2 as a guide, remembering  
to add a 1/4” turning allowance round all the edges. Cut 4 side panels using this pattern.  For the 
pockets cut 2 pieces 8”x10”.  Fold in half lengthways and sew round the three raw edges leaving 
a small opening to turn through.   Turn right side out and press.  Sew the pockets centrally to the 
lining with the folded, free side  approximately 2” down from straight end and 12” down from 
shaped end.  Sew 1 or 2 divisions in pockets as required. 

 

7.  Now insert the side panels.  Make a pencil mark on the 
wrong side of Jeffytex on the main panel 7” down from the outer 
corner of the shaped edge of the overhanging fabric.  On each 
side pin the rounded edge of the side panel between this mark 
and the corner of the straight edge.  Use plenty of pins to      
ensure a good, smooth fit.  Before sewing insert a tie between 
the lining and the main panel about 3/4” down from each end.  
Sew just a fraction away from the edge of the Jeffytex.  Do the 
same for the lining omitting the ties.  Next pin the lining to the 
main panel right sides together, from the top of one side panel 
round to the other inserting 3 ties, slightly splayed out, at 
thpoint, and sew as before.  Trim corners and turn through to 



the right side.  Push the lining down to the bottom of the bag and tack the raw edges together 
close to the edge. Make binding using a 1 1/2” wide strip of fabric folded in half lengthways and 
pressed.  Sew along the raw edges of the bag, folding in the ends neatly, then fold over to the 
wrong side and hand stitch down.   Make use of the free arm of the sewing machine to help when 
sewing on the binding. 

 

8.  Make straps by cutting a 3” wide strip across the width of the fabric.  Do not cut off selvedges.  
Also cut a piece 10”x3” and iron the waistband stiffening onto these 2 pieces.  Iron well on both 
sides to ensure a good bond.  Fold along the lines and sew close to the edges on both sides.  
Cut the 10” piece in half then fold each of these pieces in half and thread through one of the   
rectangle rings.  Sew one to the centre of each side just below the binding.  Attach the middle bar 
of the rectangle slider to one end of the end of  strap and then thread it through one of the      
rectangle rings from the inside to the out, back through the slider and in through the other rectan-
gle ring from the outside in.  Secure the end. 

 

9.  Pleat the sides at the top to about 1/3rd of their width and secure with a few invisible hand 
stitches, then knot the ties.  Thread on beads as required to all the ties, knot at preferred length 
and cut off excess at 45 degree angle. 
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Diagram 1 

Cut off Cut off 



Diagram 2 

Add 1/4” turnings all round 


